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DANISH BISHOPS 


Some Danish news of great interest and 
importance has been published in Sweden. 
All the bishops of the Danish Church have 
addressed a protest to the Danish Minister 
of Justice. The bishops protest against the 
many offences against justice since the Ger- 
man invasion of Denmark. It will be re- 
called that this subject was one of the very 
first to provoke opposition in the famous 
struggle between the Church and the Quis- 
ling authorities in Norway ; in Denmark, 
where matters are not so critical, it seems 
that a similar situation has now developed. 
The following paragraphs are quoted from 
the protest as published in the Swedish 
paper Nya Dagligt Allehanda: — 

“Herr Justizminister, we draw to your 
attention the feeling of protest which is 
spreading itself in the Church in Denmark. 
This feeling of protest is due, above all, to 
the way in which justice is administered in 


- “the public being given any information of 
_ the reason’ for their arrests. It is also im- 
- possible to obtain any information about 
- how the arrested persons are treated in 
_ prison. Anti-Semitic propaganda is being 
artificially forwarded. At the same time, 
_ pastors receive warnings from the Govern- 
ment that they must not comment on the 
_ persecution of the Jews.”’ 

_, The Danish bishops conclude their pro- 
_ test with these words: ‘‘ Herr Justizminister, 
_ we draw to your notice’'that serious tension 
_ has been caused about all these. questions, 
_ tension which involves the danger of a vio- 


lent explosion which BRIE Hakaren 
' Ae M bet A 
4 idl None 


JOIN 
MOVEMENT 


these days»~ Men are being arrested without 


‘THE SPIRITUAL ISSUES 
OF THE WAR” 


OBJECTS: 


abroad information concerning the life and 
wartime. 


2. To elucidate by news and quotations the spiritual issues at stake in the war. 


APRIL 29ih, 1943 


IN THE RESISTANCE 


the Danish people. We therefore urge you, 
Herr Justizminister, to take all the necessary 
measures to restore the confidence which has 
been shaken.’ You must make clear your 
own attitude about these questions, and take 
practical measures to undo the damage 
which has already been done.”’ 

This letter of protest was signed by the 
Bishop of Copenhagen, Dr. Fugesang-Dam- 
gaard, and by all the other Danish bishops. 

The Danish religious daily newspaper, 
Kristeligt Dagblad, shows that the question 
of the influence of Christianity on politics is 
very much in the mind of Danish Christians. 
at this time. Evidence is constantly occur- 
ring indicating that more and more Christians 
in Denmark are feeling that it is their duty 
to bring Christian influence to bear on politi- 
cal situations. Recently the Danish youth 
organisation, ‘‘ Dansk Ungdomssamvirke,”’ 
held a youth week. This began with a 
meeting of the leaders in the Grundtvig 
Houses. Pastor Johannes Miiller, secretary 
of the central branch of the Y.M.C.A., spoke 
about party politics and national unity. The 
central thought of the address was expressed 
in the words of Louis XIV., ‘“ We are the 
State.’? We get the government we deserve, 
we make demands, we criticise, but we our- 
selves have our responsibility in the way in 
which things develop—contrary to current 
belief oné’s influence is not limited to polling 
day. Christians had at times tended to iso- 
late themselves from politics. It was, how- 
ever, a mistake to believe that discipleship 
meant earthly passivity. Politics and Chris- 
tianity must not be kept in watertight 
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compartments. Christians must take part 
in politics. The speaker stressed the need 
for a thorough education in politics, adding 
significantly ‘‘ so as to deprive mass psycho- 
logy of its influence.”’ 

Other speakers followed and expressed 
similar thoughts of the duty of Christians to 
take part in politics, pointing out that 
‘Christians had sometimes been guilty of a 
false other-worldliness in order to escape 
their responsibilities. Other reports and 
articles from time to time show how much 
this question is in the minds of Christians 
at present. 


NORWEGIAN EVENTS 

Attention has again been focused recently 
on the question of the payment of the clergy 
of the Norwegian Church, who resigned in 
Easter 1942. There has been a great col- 
lection of money for the purpose of support- 
ing these pastors, who refused to accept 
salaries from the Church Department of a 
government which was engaged in persecut- 
ing the Church of which they were members. 
The amount of money collected voluntarily 
for the support of these pastors is said to 
amount to several million kroner. 

According to the Svenska Morgonbladet, 
the Ministry of Church Affairs published a 
statement on April 9th on the subject of the 
salaries of the Norwegian clergy, in which it 
said that there seemed to be an impression 
that it was the Ministry which had refused 
to pay the salaries of priests who had handed 
in their resignations at Easter last year, and 
that as a result it had been necessary to make 
a collection in the parishes for their support. 
It was also generally believed that the 
people who had to work to procure daily 
bread for their family, and who found it 
difficult to make both ends meet, had a duty 
to sacrifice part of their meagre resources for 
expenses which should be borne by the 
Ministry. 

The Ministry wished the following to be 
known : — 

A large part of the priests who resigned in 
June last year nevertheless received their 
salaries for the second three months. The 
distinction had not been made between them 
and those who continued to fulfil their ‘‘ func- 
tions as officers of the civil state.’’ Many 
of these priests refused payment and sent 
it back to the Ministry. That is why 
during the third three monthly period pay- 
ment was only made to the priests who had 
not sent back their salaries. On October 
15th the Ministry sent a circular to all Nor- 


wegian priests, saying that each priest could 
receive his salary if he would write to the 
Ministry. 

On the other hand, the Ministry states 
that it does not wish to forbid the resigned 
priests to publish banns, celebrate marriages 
or take part in the school committees of 
public assistance and of the care of children. 
These are the priests who “‘ refuse to execute 
their public functions.’’ Some time ago, says 
the paper, one would have called this 
“ striking,’’ and the money collected to help 
the strikers would have been called “‘ strike 
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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S ENVOY 

VISITING AMERICAN CHAPLAINS 

Bishop A. W. Leonard, Resident Bishop 
of the Methodist Church in Washington, has 
arrived in this country to confer with Pro- 
testant Chaplains of the United States Army. 
The Bishop is chairman of the General Com- 
mission of Army and Navy Chaplains, a 
representative body of Protestant Church 
leaders which performs important liaison 
duties between the American Protestant 
Churches and the U.S. Government in all 
questions concerning chaplains. 

President Roosevelt after his recent visit 
to Africa was convinced that more chaplains 
were needed, and asked Bishop Leonard to 
visit all the main theatres of war where 
American troops were engaged to confer with 
the chaplains and to discuss steps for 
strengthening the spiritual provision for the 
troops. 

After leaving England, the Bishop expects 
to visit North Africa, India, China, South 
America and Iceland. 

At a Press Conference in London on April 
19th Bishop Leonard said that the Protes- 
tant Churches of America were more solidly 
united than ever, the war having strength- 
ened the co-operation between them. His 
own visit marked the first occasion when 
any Church leader had visited U.S. Forces 
Overseas with the solid backing of all the 
Protestant Churches. 

He mentioned that the chaplains had in- 
augurated a Servicemen’s Christian League, 
a Protestant effort on.a united basis to bring 
together all those in the Forces who wished 
to keep up their Christian contacts. A 
monthly magazine issued to the Forces, 
without charge, in connection with the above 
organisation is reaching a large circulation, 
and may eventually reach the figure of one 
million. 

The Bishop said that the Government had 


built a large number of chapels in the various 
Army centres and had appropriated twelve 
million dollars for this work. He said that 
in his opinion there were more troops in 
attendance at Divine Worship than ever 
before, and mentioned one Naval Base in 
America at which 41,000 attended Divine 
Worship at different times on one Sunday. 

In the course of his visits to the chaplains 
the Bishop will do all he can to strengthen 
the links between the home churches and 
the men on Service. The Commission which 
he represents is engaged in various negotia- 
tions for the further development of the 
chaplains’ organisation. 

Speaking of the general feeling in America 


- on the moral issues of the war, the Bishop 


said that there were four dominant features 
in American thought on these subjects. They 
were: (1) a desire to understand the facts 
on which international decisions and policies 
must be based ; (2) a new desire to under- 
stand the peoples of other lands, as well as 
the policies of their Governments. In this 
connection the Bishop spoke of the great 
impression that had been made in America 
by Mr. Winston Churchill and Mr. Anthony 
Eden ; (3) a conviction that after hostilities 
there must be a time for cooling off before 
final decisions are reached ; (4) a conviction 
that the element of vindictiveness and hatred 
in German policy had already proved a 
source of weakness to the Nazis (as was evi- 
denced by the reaction in the occupied coun- 
tries) and a desire that such elements should 
be avoided in any settlement made by the 
United Nations. 


EASTER MESSAGE FROM METRO- 
POLITAN NIKOLAI OF KIEV TO 
BRITISH CHRISTIANS 


The following message from Metropolitan 
Nikolai of Kiev and Galitsk to British Chris- 
tians was printed in Soviet War News for 
April 22nd, 1943:— 

“United as we are by one faith in God 
as our Saviour, both your people and ours 
are preparing to meet Holy Easter day this 
year. 
ing it amid the din of battle. 

“War is still raging all over the globe, 
but clearer and brighter glows the sky in the 


sunrise of ultimate victory of light, truth and 


freedom over the dark forces of hell, personi- 
fied in our common foe, Hitler. 

““The longer this war lasts, the more 
glaring and nightmarish does Satanism, 
which is our enemy’s spiritual nature, stand 
revealed. JI caught my breath with horror 


And once again we will be celebrat- - 


when, on visiting in March this year the 
ancient Russian towns of Gzhatsk, Vyazma, 
Sychevka and Rzhev, recently liberated from 
German occupation, I saw ghastly traces of 
systematic, deliberate and widespread devas- 
tation of the towns themselves, corpses of 
civilians piled high, tortured and done to 
death by the Germans, heaps of bricks and 
ashes on the sites of our temples—shattered 
with all their sacred relics and vessels. 

‘‘ These tyrants, who have lost all human 
semblance, will not escape judgment either 
temporal or God’s. 

“With God’s help, our great and mighty 
brother armies will free the whole world 
from the bloodthirsty German-Fascist 
tyranny. ; 

“We shall triumph! We believe in this 
unwaveringly. We pray unceasingly in our 
churches for the victory of our armies, and 
we shall make our prayers stronger than ever 
this Eastertide. 

“With faith in this victory, we shall 
gather in our temples at midnight on Easter 
eve, when it is customary for us to keep this 
holiday. 

““The windows of our temples will be 
darkened, as they were last Eastertide, but 
the light of faith in our hearts is not dark- 
ened, nor will ever be darkened—faith that 
God’s might is infinitely greater than the 
forces of hell. 

““T ardently wish your country and your 
great and gallant British people speedy victory 
over the common foe. 

“Easter greetings, dear brother Allies.”’ 


According to Moscow correspondents of 
London newspapers, the curfew was again 
lifted in Moscow for the Easter Midnight cele- 
brations. | Many thousands thronged the 
Cathedral of the Holy Baptism. Thirty 
churches in Moscow are still open, but these 
could not accommodate many of the 50,000 
worshippers, among whom, it is stated, there 
were many young people. 


MOVEMENTS FOR UNITY IN 
GERMAN CHURCH 

In Spiritual Issues No. 176 a reference 
was made (in the course of an article) by 
Dr. Frey, of the Confessional Church, to a 
movement for the closer unification of the 
Protestant Churches of Germany under the 
Lutheran Bishop Wurm. Further informa- 
tion concerning this unity movement has 
now reached us. 

La Vie Protestante 
states :— 

‘‘ Bishop Wurm of Wurttemberg has been 


for February 5th 


asked to lead a movement, which tries to 
bring all church-minded Christians together, 
with the end of realising common action be- 
tween all the Churches and _ Christian 
groups—with the exception of the National 
Thuringian Church (‘‘ German Chris- 
tians ’’’). One of the important points of this 
movement is to constitute spiritual direction 
in the provincial Churches of the old Prussian 
Union, where the difficulties were particularly 
great and where the situation was not always 
clear between the brotherhood councils (issued 
from the Confessional Church) and the Con- 
sistories. These endeavours have brought 
about an ever larger collaboration between 
the groups of the north and the south of Ger- 
many. This unity is, above all, spiritual, but 
its effects are being felt more and more in the 
Church’s practical action. This union is 
based on a declaration which specifies a cer- 
tain number of principles related to the 
mission and the action of the Church. This 
declaration has received the general approval 
of all the Churches and organisations con- 
cerned.’’ 


RESIDENTIAL CONFIRMATION 
COURSE FOR BRITISH SOLDIERS 


English Church newspapers reported last 
week an interesting development in the matter 
of Army religion. They gave news of a 
special pre-Confirmation residential course 
attended by about a hundred men. Thus 
The Church Times (April 15th, 1943) wrote: 


“A considerable number of men in the 
Forces are desirous to be confirmed, and in 
order to give the chaplains an opportunity 
to get in close touch with some of them serv- 
ing in the South-Eastern Army a pre-Con- 
firmation course was held in a boarding-school 
from Thursday of last week until the follow- 
ing Sunday. Attendance was _ entirely 
voluntary. 

“The director was the Right Rev. W. 
Wynn Jones, Assistant Bishop in Central 
Tanganyika, who has recently been honorary 
chaplain to the Forces in East Africa. The 
two senior chaplains from the area concerned 
took part, with five other chaplains. 

‘* The scheme of work consisted of lectures, 
group discussions and devotional periods. The 
school chapel created the right atmosphere of 
worship and devotion, and opportunities were 


provided for contacts, not only between the 
chaplains and the men, but also between the 
men themselves. 

“* After a general introduction, in which the 
aims of the course were outlined. Bishop 
Wynn Jones opened the course with a talk on 
religious experience. The discussions were 
held in small groups, which were visited in 
turn by the director and the chaplains. The 
A.C.G. and the Bishop of Southwark were 
among the first speakers. 

‘‘ The topic for the next day was the In- 
carnation. Clear studies of the Person of 
our Lord and, later, of His Body, the Church, 
provoked a number of thoughtful questions. 
The exposition of the sacraments on Sunday 
evoked a similar response. The most striking 
feature of the course was the evident eager- 
ness of the men to talk over difficulties with 
the Bishop. 

“A similar course was held in the North 
of England last year, and it is hoped to 
arrange for more of them, as they can do 
much to stimulate and deepen the spiritual 
lives of men who are beginning to feel their 
way towards a fuller Christianity in the fel- 
lewship of the Church.”’ 


GIFT OF £100,000 FOR SCOTTISH 
YOUTH WORK 

‘“‘ At a meeting of the youth committee of 
the Church of Scotland held yesterday in 
Edinburgh, the Convener, the Rev. W. J. 
Smith, announced an invitation to the com- 
mittee by a member of the Church to partici- 
pate in the control and administration of a 
trust established by him to aid the develop- 
ment of the Church’s work for the moral and 
religious welfare of Scottish youth. 

‘The founder of the trust had set apart 
trust funds aggregating more than £100,000: 
to be used within a definite period of years, 
for extensive experiment on an increasing 
scale in the training of youth leaders both lay 
and clerical, the establishment of youth 
centres, and the development of youth work 
generally within the Church. It was under- 
stood that the experiment should begin in the 
industrial areas of the West of Scotland. 

“ The youth committee agreed unanimously 
to accept the invitation to participate in the 
work of the trust, and expressed warm grati- 
tude to the founder for his great generosity.” 

—The Times (April 22nd, 1943). . 
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